


In 1972, Skripal completed the military school in Kaliningrad, where he 
became a qualified sapper parachutist. He then studied at the Military 
Engineering Academy in Moscow and then served in the Soviet Airborne troops.

In 1996, because of his poor health (diabetes), Skripal was sent back to Moscow, 
where he went to work at the head office of GROe and for a long time was 
acting director of GROe's personnel department. Skripal held the rank of 
colonel when he retired in 1999, due to his reduced state of health. 
He continued to travel to Spain, where he had a house near Málaga at his 
disposal, and was cared for. According to Russian prosecutors, he began 
working for the United Kingdom secret service in 1995 (MI6) and passed on 
state secrets, such as the identity of Russian intelligence agents. After his 
retirement he worked in the internal affairs department of the Russian 
Ministry of Foreign Affairs, while he continued to work for MI6. [17] [18] [19] 
He would have inflated the coverage of 300 Russian agents. [20]
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